
Sermon Outline: 2.16.25 
 

Sermon Title: Filthy Rags 
Sermon Text: Luke 15:25-32 
 
(Luke 15:7, 15:10, 15:24, 15:2) 
 
(Luke 15:25-32) 
 
 

Unhealthy & Unholy Attitudes of the Elder Brother 
“I refuse to rejoice” 

“I’ve worked harder” 
“I’ve been obedient” 

“I deserve better” 
“He deserve nothing” 

 
(Luke 18:9) 
 
 

“Self-Righteousness” Markers 
More conscious of other people’s sin than your own. 

Leans toward legalism and imposing personal standards. 
Loves comparisons with others that it deems lesser than. 

More concerned with external appearance than internal condition 
Likes to practice religious traditions, customs, and ceremonies. 

Leads to being hard, harsh, and hyper-critical of others. 
More confidence in personal merit and less amazed by His grace. 

 
 
(Isaiah 64:6) 
(Romans 3:9-12, 7:18, 7:24-25) 
(Galatians 2:20) 
 
 

Galatians 6:14 
“But God forbid that I should glory (boast of anything I have, am, or do; or rely on 

anything for my acceptance with God), save (except in what has already been 
accomplished for me) in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ…” 

 
(John 15:5) 
 
 

The Cure for Self-Righteousness? 
Self-Knowledge: 

We’re all sinners, dependent on God’s grace. 
Apart from Christ, we aren’t righteous, ever, at all. 

 
 

(Lyrics to “Nothing But the Blood”, pg 180 in the Church Hymnal) 


