
Sermon Outline: 11.27.22 
 
Sermon Series: Keeping It Between the Ditches 
Sermon Title: (6) Preservation & Perseverance 
Sermon Text: 1st Peter 1:3-9, 13-16 
 
Keeping It Between the Ditches 
 God’s Holiness & God’s Love 
 God’s Law & God’s Grace 
 Our Faith & Our Works 
 God’s Sovereignty & Man’s Free Will 
 God’s Preservation & Man’s Perseverance 
 

Question: 
Is God preserving all who trust in Christ, or… 

must all who trust Christ persevere in their faith? 
 
(1st Peter 1:3-9, 13-16) (1st Peter 1:5) 
 

Phillip Schaff, History of the Christian Church: 
“Calvinism emphasizes divine sovereignty and free grace; 

Arminianism emphasizes human responsibility. 
The one restricts saving grace to the elect; 

the other extends it to all men on the condition of faith 
Both are right in what they assert; 
both are wrong in what they deny. 

If one important truth is pressed to the exclusion of another truth of equal importance, 
it becomes an error, and loses it’s hold upon the conscience. 

The Bible gives us a theology which is more human than Calvinism, 
and more divine than Arminianism, 

and more Christian than either of them.” 
 
Keeping It Between the Ditches 
 The Bible teaches God’s Preservation Power 
   (John 5:24, 6:37, 10:27-28) (Romans 8:38-39) 
   (2nd Timothy 1:12) (Philippians 1:6) 
 The Bible teaches Man’s Perseverance Necessity 
   (John 15:16) (Galatians 1:6) (1st Timothy 1:19) 
   (Colossians 1:21-23) (Hebrews 6:4-6, 10:26-29) 
   (2nd Peter 2:20) (Romans 11:20-21) 
 God’s Preservation Is Proven by Man’s Perseverance: 

Where there is no proof of perseverance, 
 There should be no assurance of salvation given. 

   


